Science 8 Lab
Course Outline and Expectations

Mr. Smit , www.smitlifescience.weebly.com, bsmit@saugatuckps.com
Office Hours – M, W 3-3:30pm

Welcome to 8th Grade Science Lab!

The purpose of this course is to give you a better understanding of how to practice science.   This will be a hands-on class that will challenge you to think about solving problems using the common methods of science.  You should expect to do more science and interpretation of data, and do less in terms of learning already understood concepts of science
Course Activities
As I stated above, you should expect to see much more focus on your abilities to practice science versus learning of content.  We will do laboratory investigations, collect and interpret data, and write about what we learn from our data.  In addition, we will do some online gizmo and web-quest activities.  Labs will require written reports in the format that you will be expected to know throughout high school and in college.  Working in the lab requires responsibility, organization and maturity.  As 8th graders, I expect that you will be able to demonstrate these characteristics so that we can enjoy practicing science rather than simply reading and writing about science.  The behavior you demonstrate as a class will dictate some of what we are able to do in the science lab. 

Materials

Bring to class every day your Chromebook, class notebook/journal, and something to write with.

Grading
Not all homework or assignments are worth the same value.  Some are graded, some are not.  Some may be considered credit or no credit, and some will be worth varying amounts of points.  Still others may be returned to you with comments only.  All of the assignments are designed to help you master the material we are covering and to help you LEARN the subject matter, not EARN a grade. When you start to view assignments this way, it will be much easier for you to do well on the very important end of course and unit assessments, projects, and state standardized tests.

1. All work is to be neatly completed and organized, and completed in on time. 

2. If you are sick or miss class it is up to you to come to me for any missed assignments or handouts.

Conduct

1. Be here on time and in your assigned seat [if you have one], and have the class website open at 1:38pm.

2. Be prepared to participate.  Bring all materials to class, including your binder, Chromebook and something to write with.  As a courtesy to everyone, our phones or iPod should be turned to vibrate and be put away. 

3. I will allow you to do anything that shows respect to all people and property in this room.

4. I teach when there are no other distractions.

5. I will treat you with respect and expect to be treated the same way.

To the student and parents or guardians, 

Please read the policies and expectations above and let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  By working together, we can make this a great year. If you ever have questions please do not hesitate to call me at school.  Before 7:30am and after 4:00 PM you can always leave me a voice mail or you may e-mail me.  I will always try to return your call as soon as possible.

School  (269) 857-2133 ext. 121
bsmit@saugatuckps.com,  www.smitlifescience.weebly.com
Sincerely,

Mr. Smit







